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HENTER WAS WRITING
the longest sentence of his
life, The live-vear-old’s new Iy
learned handwriting was

a little shaky, and flt‘l'll:l|1-i
s Form ol internal
randomiser determined on
whieh side of the letlers a,
b and d he placed the stick.
He hadn't yet learned 1o
measure a space helween
waords by placing his finger

on the [Hbge, S0 8% he moved

bh

I'm explaining
how fragments
and anecdotes
and [m‘{:(}s of
experience carn
accumulate.
He gets it, nods
dml starts to
wrile.

2

across Lhe page [vom left

L] I'ighl his hl'iliug [rrelty
mueh resembled an unkempl
centipede, Bul he was
Writing
pleased with himsell:

cand he looked vers

Wfier a few minutes he hit
the ri;{hl-]::arui page edge.
This ocenrred part way
throngh te word “about”

[ can't recall the spelling
and, nol having developed
.\'TITLh’;.:iI'.-. for word hreaks,
Hunter continued “about™
arouned the corner

By the time he reached the
end of *about” he had serious
right-to-left momentum,
a0 he |-.I'||I gui.rli_' wntil he'd
returned to the lefl-side
eelge.

In an inner-Sviney
intensive English class for
newly arvived reenagers,
mainly relugees, the vounger
!ln.\'i Are W :'ilin;.' senlenees
aboul soreer stars — how
the erowd danee o when
Bonaldinhe seore d

Sinteen and eightecn-
sesr-old Africans want 1o
record e and :-\In'rm-l_\
||..'||'r'1m'|||l=_' :|]||n|.n]||=_;|':|_||hir;|]
stories, Che voung man
doesn’t know where to
begin. Um explaining how
fragments and anecdotes
and ]Ji.:'m'.x ol experienee can
scenmealate, e gets i, nods
and starts Lo wrile,

Five vears earlier, in
Londor, I had taken a lesson
on how nol Lo teach \n':'ll'n:,_[.
In a class in an HTETR erished
South London borongh,

a ten-vear-old stuek his

hand up. ]’Fli]i“ wanted 1o
know how o spell ‘went”. 1
wirele it on the board. In the
fillowing hour, he asked the
sarne of four more single-

4 Hable words, In faet, [or the
entive workshop, alowost all
questions leom all students
in Philip’s elass were about
spelling, [ watehed some of
the kids hllH'\.Il'l work their
way down their pages  their
task was Lo wrile slories
based i a London museum

Lt by the end of the
workshop, Philip had writlen
Just one sentence of sia
single-svilalde words, e huad
coreeetly transcribed the five
I had written an the laosed,
bt the sixtly was incoreect.
H_\ [y jLIthuu'ul. the
workshop had not worked
for Philip.

AMierwards, | asked the
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My favourite animal is a dog and my favourite anirmal is a fish.

['msrb™ not sure of translation!]
Why can't a fish live in a classroom? Because there is no water.
Why can't an elephant came intto the classroom? Because it can't fit through the daor.

Everyone chacsed after the fly. The tiger chased after the fly. The girafe chased aftar the fly.

By Connor aged 6.
Australlan Authoer Docamber 2007
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